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I appreciate your time and being able to sit down with 

me today to discuss this ever growing Digital Dentistry 

topic. It feels like digital is pushing dentistry to places 

the industry has never seen before, what are your 

thoughts?  Digital dentistry is certainly shaping the way 

we accomplish providing high quality dental care for 

our patients.  Increasingly, we are trying to push for-

ward with new technologies that are evolving every day; 

maybe even every hour.  With so many new technolo-

gies and methods available to the dental community, it 

is important that we consider the implications of utiliz-

ing these amazing new modalities. 

 

What are some of the advantages to utilizing digital 

technologies in your everyday practice?  Consider 

something as simple as fabricating a single unit crown: 

conventional methods would 

include taking an impression of 

a prepared tooth, mailing the 

impression to a dental laborato-

ry, fabricating a stone model 

from the impression, cutting 

and trimming dies, hand waxing 

a pattern, investing said wax 

pattern, burning out and casting 

the pattern, and finally hand 

fitting and finishing the restoration back to a hard mod-

el.  With current technology, the process can be reduced 

to this: an intra-oral scan of the preparation is taken, and 

a restoration is designed with computer assisted design 

(CAD) software before being milled and fired.  Interest-

ingly, and somewhat counterintuitively, the simplified 

digital process produces a dental restoration with ex-

treme goodness of fit.  Part of this is the great advances 

we have made in creating tech that suits our needs as a 

dental community.  Part of this is much more practical: 

we are creating fewer generations of the patient and 

therefore imparting less error into the system.   It can be 

challenging to think about dentistry’s shifting para-

digms, but it is becoming more and more essential that 

we accept the idea that the new paradigm can provide 

better services for our patients. 

 

I’ve witnessed digital dentistry in the lab providing a 

much more streamlined process of crown fabrication, 

but what has it done for your practice in regards to im-

plant dentistry?  With the integration of CBCT (cone 

beam computed 

tomography), digi-

tal dentistry has 

allowed us to plan 

implant surgeries 

safely while con-

sidering how im-

plant position can 

affect our restora-

tive outcome, whether it be functional, esthetic, or both.  

For example, integrating a CBCT of a patient with a 

representative scan of the   (Continue on page 2)   

 

[DIGITAL DENTISTRY OVERVIEW WITH DR YAKOWICZ] BY SCOTT JAMES 

RADIANT RESTORATIONS 
 July 2018 
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COURSE! 

Clinical Applications for Digital Technologies  

Thursday September 27th, 6:00-9:00pm 
Charleston Event Center, Vadnais Heights MN 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
 Identify the basic methods of digital design 
 Understand the benefits of integrating multiple sources of information to plan complex cases digitally 

while beginning with the end in mind.  
 Understand the iterative process and how to apply it to esthetic or complex cases 
 Understand advantages of planning implant placement and restoration in the esthetic zone utilizing 

digital technology (specifically the 3:2 rule) 
 Understand the benefits of utilizing digital technology for complete diagnoses of the dental patient 

Join us for our  

Hawaiian BBQ Open House!  

Thursday August 23rd 

 11:00am-2:00pm 
Aloha! The Renstrom BBQ will be Thursday August 23rd, and will be 

Hawaiian themed! Make sure to stop by for pulled pork sandwiches, 

coleslaw, meet the crew, and enjoy an afternoon out!  

Make sure to enter for Door Prizes as well!  

RSVP to randi@renstrom.com, or call us at 651.407.0491  

Congratulations to our ceramist, Sandy Nohava, as she passed her written 
AACD accreditation exam this Spring! She will be working with  

Dr. Ryan Yakowicz as they work on completing their accreditation cases.  
Thank you for your commitment to excellence!  
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existing dentition can show us potential case outcomes 

with great accuracy.  Specifically, while planning the 

anterior implant and subsequent restoration, we can 

compare the desired result to the existing presentation 

of the patient and ensure that our implant platform will 

be placed 3mm apically from the proposed gingival 

margin and 2mm palatally from the proposed facial sur-

face (this is known as the 3:2 rule).  As always, it is im-

portant to begin with the end in mind and integrating 

multiple tech platforms undoubtedly facilitates precise 

planning. 

 

You mention planning, how have you implemented dig-

ital aspects into your complex treatment plans?  Digital 

case planning and design can greatly facilitate the itera-

tive process for complex cases.  A full mouth recon-

struction can be planned using CAD technology.  This 

information can be sent to a mill, and a diagnostic wax 

up can be efficiently made tangible.  Once the milled 

wax is fitted to a model, there exists a protype: the first 

step in the iterative process.  Next, the prototype is 

shared (the second step of the iterative process), be-

tween the dental laboratory and operator, but also be-

tween the operator and the patient.  Feedback between 

all parties is an essential stage of the iterative process 

and informs the operator if necessary refinements.  

Based on the schematic or functional aspects of the 

case, the protype can refined with the lab.  Based on the 

esthetic desires of the patient, the prototype can be re-

fined with the patient.  After the refinements are com-

plete, the second generation of the prototype is assessed 

in a similar 

way, until all 

parties are 

satisfied.  At 

this point, the 

accepted pro-

totype is 

simply 

rescanned 

into CAD 

software and the possibilities based on this digital file 

become near infinite.   

 

As doctors continue to explore ways to implement digi-

tal dentistry into their practices, what would your ad-

vice be to them.  As with many things in life, the basics 

remain important.  It is essential we consider, as a pro-

fession, how best to responsibly utilize emerging tech-

nologies.  It may be human nature to assume that better 

tech makes things easier.  If we accept this as a profes-

sion we become susceptible to apathy and laziness; two 

things that could undoubtedly relieve us of our ability 

to perform dentistry at a level more akin to high craft 

than copy and paste.  A digitally designed crown is not 

a replacement for understanding fundamentals of occlu-

sion.  A surgical drilling guide is not a replacement for 

sound and precise surgical technique.  A digital plan for 

a full mouth reconstruction does not account for the 

emotional needs and trust requirements of a real-world 

person on the cutting end of a dental hand piece. By 

utilizing digital technologies as an adjunct to sound, 

fundamental dentistry, the dental profession can be 

greatly enhanced.  

 

Thank you very 

much for your 

time, we look  

forward to  

learning even 

more and seeing 

some amazing  

examples at your 

lecture for the 

NDA on  

September 27th.  
 

  

Meet Dr. Ryan Yakowicz:  
A native of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area, Dr. Ryan Yakowicz com-

pleted his BS in Biomedical Science from Marquette University in 

2006 and continued at Marquette to earn his Doctor of Dental Surgery 

degree in 2010. Dr. Yakowicz started his career in the La Crosse, WI 

area working for a community health center and then transitioned into 

a private practice near Madison, WI in 2013.  Since 2013, Dr. 

Yakowicz has earned over 700 hours of dental continuing education.  

He is currently the president of two education groups, the Madison 

Dental Progress Forum Study Group and the Wisconsin Institute for 

Advanced Dental Education.   

Dr. Yakowicz’s interests include functionally cosmetic full mouth re-

habilitation, TMD and oral-facial pain, and implant placement and 

prosthetics. 

Dr. Yakowicz is a member of the Academy of General Dentistry, the 

American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry, and the American Academy of Fixed Prosthodontics.  Addi-

tionally, he participates in research studies for the National Provider-Based Research Network and 

serves as an Ambassador to the National Health Service Corps.  

If you are interested in 

hearing more from Dr. 

Yakowicz, make sure to  

register for the seminar at:  

 
https://clinicalapplicationsfordigitaltechnologies.bpt.me 

OR 

http://www.renstrom.com/news-events/ 

OR 

http://www.northerndentalalliance.com/events-

calendar/ 

$50 per doctor, including 3 staff  

members. ($20 each additional person) 

Course is sponsored by: 

Northern Dental Alliance 

(NDA) 
www.northerndentalalliance.com 

  WHAT IS THE NORTHERN DENTAL ALLIANCE? 

  
  The Northern Dental Alliance (NDA), is a group of dental professionals, who are 

working together with a common goal of helping dentists achieve success! To-

gether, we are able to assist dentists in building their practices, 

improving their skills, enhancing their financial success, and se-

curing their retirement. Each moment joined this informal alliance 

to learn from each other in order to better serve their doctors. We 

can assist in all aspects of your dental practice development-

directly or through our contacts. No matter what your need may 

be, we are here to help!  

HAND PIECE REPAIR SERVICE:  

We are now able to offer our  Hand Piece Repair Service to be completed, IN-

HOUSE!  Our service includes free pickup and delivery and a full refurbish for only 

$195* .  A full refurbish consists of a new spindle with chuck, new turbine impeller, all 

bearings, all O Rings, all spacing washers, and all spring washers. We warranty all hand 

piece repair for 90 days**. Our service technician has been working on surgical and dental 

power tools for over 20 years. Our 1 week turnaround can also be reduced by knowing the 

brands used by your facility so we can keep the proper parts in stock. You won’t find high-

er quality work backed by our excellent customer service. We look forward to servicing 

your needs!  

 *$195 Price may vary depending on manufacturer and service performed  

**90 day warranty on hand piece repairs showing normal wear.  

https://remote.renstrom.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=qCVTMe_6RU2XYXk6D34AGthlkK7w_dVIcYn0G2FaFDq8sJqe0IwuJ8sbG1UjSy_0PopCrE-R340.&URL=https%3a%2f%2fclinicalapplicationsfordigitaltechnologies.bpt.me%2f

